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RE: PAUL COBB 


Information was received that PAUL CODB taught a , 

course in Negro history at St. John's Episcopal Church, Berkeley, 
California. It was reported that at one of these sessions, he 
stated that he knew MARTIN LUTHER KING was gang to be killed 
and that he would probably be killed near Memphis, Tennessee. 

Efforts were made to contact Dr. ROBERT MC KINZIE at 
St. John's Episcopal Church and it was determined that he was 
associated with St. John's Presbyterian Church. However, 
inquiry at St. John's Presbyterian Church revealed that he would 
not be available until April 29, 1968. On April 29, 1963, it was 
determined that he. would - not be available until April 30 , 196 8 . 

On April 30, 1968, Dr. ROBERT MC KINZIE, St. John's 
Presbyterian Church, 2640 College Avenue, Berkeley, California, 
advised PAUL COBB gave a series of lectures on Negro history at 
St. John's Presbyterian Church eaiding on March 31, 1968. He 
stated COBB could be lopated at 2717 San Pablo Avenue ^ Oakland, 
California. fXrli'il 


id at <71/ San rauio Avenue, mianu, 

RF.C- 69 Ul 7 3f* $ -3207 

), inquiry was made at 2717 San Pablo 


• On April 30 , 1968, , 

Avenue, Oakland, California, the headquarters of the Oakland 
Economic ODportunity Center. Upon entering the large room at 
2717 San Pablo Avenue, it was observed there we re ten female 
Negroes and seven male Negroes in the room and one female advised 
PA ur, COBB was "right there" and pointed to a young man about five 
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feet from her desk. COBB overheard ^^nTciSS^arS^d 

continued a conversation with live 
the desk and completely ignored SA 

After more than five minutes COBB asked who the Agent 
wanted to tee. It is noted there were numerous large post 

^Sst^ary d?^s"f°the mack p “^«.“ d i 5^n“d"hwif 
for the Black Panthers was observed The ' ^ offered 

r.sx s d tS*si h :i“« ssisfsrair 

sr .stir^^s*- 3^^*sskHr22rsrcu 

and he studiously observe le —Hi told COBB of his purpose 

audience within the building-. ^ KIUG assassination 

in talking to COBB regarding the MARTIN LU1ULR KI ^ said , 

•^1o1or^«jEw .. iK^LSufSS^ 1 

SSSS S““ KEcflSS- Jacket, screen berot , ^ith^Bleck _ 

ES?S £u^£i™« bSElir." COBB told hi™ he would 

be back in about five minutes. 

In the Bureau automobile COBB =^ t ^ I hc s ^^ i "°\^beii eV ed | 
to talk to the FBI and felt iiarasse y we eks." SA i0MM related 

the FBI had been ’’following him for s , . i ie COBB, had made 

"to COBB that the FBI had.roc.ivjd a c omplaint _ ’Presbyterian 

a statement during a series of lectures soon anc j would be 

Church that MARTIN LUTHER KING wou ^ "i" made that statement 

killed in Memphis .Tennessee COBB ^Pj«!^ ur i Uay . j did say KING 
on Sunday night before KING k ° d evidence to support my 

would be killed in Memphis and I J 00 ®^^ to take the Fifth 

prediction." At this point C0Q B state ? , rm , 3tion to the FBI." When 

SSTfS S2 ^fSMcOBJ stated, ;'^.r^^y n k„cws i th^ 

-*££}“? S? EM? 5MPV0 GA^TTo COBB and he 

viewed the photograph without comment. 

At this point COBB .1 

am certain you are not here ® h t the FDI wac pursuing every possible 
was again explained t ° MAPTIN LUTHER KING and had an interest 

StOKEL? CABKICIiACh a« ItewarO University an d he 
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stated, "I have been in Memphis and I have been in jail with 
MARI IN LUTHER KING.” COBB would not say when he had been in 
Memphis or when orvhere he had been in jail with Dr. KING. 

COBB then stated, "You cats have my phone bugged so you know 
what I'm doing." He then made a comment that "since you know 
what I ' m doing, I'm sure you'll see me on Thursday." When asked 
what this statement meant, he said, "Wait and see. I'm sure you'll 
be back to see me on Thursday." 


COBB made other comnienis during the conversation which 
are worthy of note. COBB stated all whites should go to Alaska 
and turn the other 49 states over to the Negroes who have "sweat 
and died" for the United States. He stated he is not a citizen 
of the United otates and when asked where he was born said in the 
United States but that "I am not a citizen of the United States." 
lie said he planned to go home to Africa and should have gone long 
ago. He stated he "should have known better than to enroll in a 
PhD. program at the University of California, Berkeley." 

Upon leaving the area, COBB was observed entering the 
door to an apartment area immediately next door to the Economic 
Opportunity Center and since lie was using a key to admit himself 
it is presumed this is his residence. 



UACB, San Francisco will not reinterview PAUL COBB regardin, 
the remarks he was alleged tofhave made in view of the fact that iic 
stated, "I want to take the Fifth Amendment and 1 won't give any 
further information to the FBI. " In view of the present situation 
involving Black Panther members who are presently awaiting criminal 
trials in Oakland, California, it is believed chat COBB could and 
might use the Bureau's effort to recontact him as a source of 
embarrassment to the Bureau and unfair publicity. 



